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POSTCARDS: THIRD THURSDAY

GET-TOGETHERS AT MASON CITY AIRPORT ARE AN 11-
YEAR TRADITION

AOPA PILOT November 1, 2020 By Dave Hirschman

There’s no agenda, no officers, no speakers, and no budget. The unofficial “Third
Thursday” gathering at Mason City Municipal Airport in northern lowa happens
around dinnertime, and it draws pilots, aviation enthusiasts, families, and airplanes
from all over the Midwest.
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The day the music died

After taking off from Mason City Municipal Airport early February 3, 1959, a Beechcraft Bonanza piloted by Roger
Peterson, carrying rock and roll idols Buddy Holly, J.P. (the Big Bopper) Richardson, and Ritchie Valens, crashed just
north of Clear Lake. The singers had performed at the Winter Dance Party at the Surf Ballroom earlier that evening
and had chartered the aircraft to fly them to their next show in Fargo, North Dakota.

Flying In

Mason City Municipal Airport (MCW) is a public-use airport, 14 miles from Mason City, lowa. The airport sits at an
elevation of 1,213 feet and provides two runways: 18/36 is 6,501 feet by 150 feet, 12/30 is 5,500 by 150 feet.

Mason City Municipal Airport (MCW), Hwy 122 West, Mason City, lowa 50401, flymcw.com

‘A few of us were standing around the hangar on a February night and decided that we really ought to get together every
month or so just to get out of the house,” said Doug Rozendaal, a general aviation pilot and FAA designated pilot examiner
with a hangar at Mason City (MCW). “We decided it should be simple enough that it wouldn't seem like work. It was an excuse
to get together on a somewhat regular basis, and it might even motivate me to tidy up the hangar”

After 11 years, the Third Thursday gathering has become a staple, and regular attendees know how to make it happen.
“The first ones to get here set up the folding chairs,” Rozendaal said. “The last people to leave tear them down."
The gathering typically draws hundreds of visitors in the summer months, especially the July event, which takes place a few

days before EAA Airventure in nearby Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Scores of airplanes including antiques and warbirds park on the
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grass and a hard-surface ramp. Those who come bring food and drinks, and barbeque grills are abundant and expertly
tended.

The event is centered at Doug and Kim Rozendaal's hangar, but it takes place whether the couple is there or not. (John
Hemann, a pilot and retired Catholic priest, is the only person with a perfect attendance record.) “This event is all about
fellowship,” Rozedaal said. “That's the reason it was started, and that's the reason people look forward to it. We just do our
best to keep it simple.”

Email dave.hirschman@aopa.org

Dave Hirschman
AOPA Pilot Editor at Large

AOPA Pilot Editor at Large Dave Hirschman joined AOPA in 2008. He has an airline transport pilot
certificate and instrument and multiengine flight instructor certificates. Dave flies vintage, historical, and

Experimental airplanes and specializes in tailwheel and aerobatic instruction.
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